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Notes on contributors
Haitham Alkhateeb obtained his Ph.D. in mathematics education at Ohio University in 1995, and he has taught
at the University of Indianapolis since 2001. His main research interest is college mathematics education. He is
also co-author with Jeffrey Oaks of the article “Ma¯l, enunciations, and the prehistory of Arabic algebra” (Historia
Mathematica 32 (2005) 400–425).
Cristopher Cullen is director of the Needham Research Institute, Cambridge, an honorary professor of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, and a fellow of Darwin College. His research interests cover the history of science, technology,
and medicine in China. His most recent publications are The Suàn shù shu¯ ‘Writings on Reckoning’: A Trans-
lation of a Chinese Mathematical Collection of the Second Century BC, with Explanatory Commentary, Needham
Research Institute, Cambridge, 2004, and (with Vivienne Lo) Medieval Chinese Medicine: The Dunhuang Medical
Manuscripts, London, 2005.
Sloan Evans Despeaux is an assistant professor of mathematics at Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, North
Carolina. She finished her dissertation, The Development of a Publication Community: Nineteenth-Century Mathe-
matics in British Scientific Journals, under Karen Parshall in 2002. Her research interests include nineteenth-century
mathematics, mathematicians, and scientific journals in Britain.
Giovanni Ferraro works at the school for accountants of Afragola, Italy. His primary area of research is the history
of mathematics. He has recently published papers in various journals, including Historia Mathematica, Archive for
History of Exact Sciences, Studies in History and Philosophy of Science, Studia Leibnitiana, and Annals of Science.
He is writing a book on the history of series theory.
I. Grattan-Guinness is Emeritus Professor of the History of Mathematics and Logic at Middlesex University,
England. He was the Associate Editor for mathematicians and statisticians for the Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography (2004), and recently edited for Elsevier a large collection of essays on landmark writings in Western math-
matics, 1640–1940.
Jan van Maanen graduated in mathematics at Utrecht University. After work resulting in a Ph.D. thesis titled Facets
of 17th-Century Mathematics in The Netherlands (Utrecht, 1987), he taught in a secondary school, trained teachers,
and held positions at the Universities of Utrecht and Groningen. In 2006 he returned from Groningen to Utrecht
University, to become full professor of mathematics education and the director of the Freudenthal Institute. From
1997 to 2000 he co-chaired and co-edited an international study with John Fauvel, on behalf of the International
Commission on Mathematical Instruction, titled History in Mathematics Education (Dordrecht: Kluwer Acad. Publ.,
2000).
Jaap Maat teaches at the Department of Philosophy, University of Amsterdam. He is a member of the Institute for
Logic, Language and Computation (ILLC). His research interests are in the philosophy of language and the history of
logic and semantics. His publications include an edition and translation of the linguistic writings of George Dalgarno,
jointly with David Cram (Oxford University Press, 2001), and a monograph on philosophical languages in the 17th
century (Kluwer, 2004). He is currently finishing a book on Leibniz’s rational grammar.
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Notes on contributors / Historia Mathematica 34 (2007) 134–135 135Jean Mawhin is professor of mathematics at the Université Catholique de Louvain, and a member and former pres-
ident of the Académie royale des sciences, des lettres et des beaux-arts de Belgique. His main research activity is
in mathematical analysis, in particular nonlinear differential equations and integration theory. He also has a strong
interest in the history of mathematics in the XIXth and XXth centuries, and is co-editor of the Collected Works of de
La Vallée Poussin.
Jeffrey Oaks was trained as a differential geometer, but since 1999 has concentrated on the history of medieval
mathematics. He is the author of an online bibliography of medieval Islamic mathematics (http://facstaff.uindy.edu/
~oaks/Biblio/Intro.htm) and is co-author of the article “Ma¯l, enunciations, and the prehistory of Arabic algebra”
(Historia Mathematica 32 (2005) 400–425). He has taught mathematics at the University of Indianapolis since 1992.
Kim Plofker was an assistant professor/postdoc at the Mathematics Institute of the University of Utrecht and an
affiliated fellow at the International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden from 2004 to 2006. Her research focuses
on the history of mathematics and astronomy in India and the Islamic world and on humanities computing issues
relating to the study of non-Western manuscripts. She has recently completed a book for Princeton University Press
on mathematics in India from antiquity to the early modern period.
Christoph J. Scriba is a retired professor of the history of science at the University of Hamburg (Germany). He is cur-
rently engaged, together with Dr. Philip Beeley, in the publication of the correspondence of the Oxford mathematician
John Wallis (1616–1703). So far, two volumes have been published by Oxford University Press.
Reinhard Siegmund-Schultze is a German-born professor of history of mathematics at Agder University College in
Kristiansand (Norway). He is interested in the history of analysis, probability theory, and applied mathematics during
the 19th and 20th centuries, and in the social history of mathematics (emigration and Third Reich). He is preparing
a biography of Richard von Mises (1883–1953). His most recent book is Rockefeller and the Internationalization of
Mathematics between the Two World Wars (Birkhäuser, 2001).
Rüdiger Thiele is a “Privatdozent” in the Department of Mathematics at the University of Leipzig and is also a
member of the staff of the Sudhoff Institute for the History of Medicine and Science. He is vice president of the
Euler Society (USA) and received the Lester R. Ford Award for his article “Hilbert’s Twenty-Fourth Problem” in The
American Mathematical Monthly 110 (January 2003) 1–24. His main field of research is the history of the calculus of
variations.
